CoUuNTY OF LOS ANGELES

HATE,CEUSTICE)

ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

October 19, 2022

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:
RETALIATION BY THE OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

On February 18, 2021, | sent you a letter titled, “The Need for an Honest and Objective
Inspector General " [Attachment A]. In the letter | documented numerous examples of
Mr. Max Huntsman’s lack of integrity, objectivity, confidentiality, ethics, professionalism,
accountability, and an overall lack of intellectual honesty.

On September 21, 2022, | sent you a letter titled, “Request for Removal of Max
Huntsman as Inspector General Resulting from Allegations of Conspiracy to Commit
Obstruction in Search Warrant” [Attachment B]. | wrote to you listing the reasons why
Mr. Huntsman needed to be relieved of his duties.

On October 3, 2022, | sent you a letter titled, “Demand to Relieve Specified Confidential
Employees from their Duties of Public Trust” [Attachment C]. This was connected to
the alleged conspiracy to commit obstruction of justice involving the unlawful sharing of
confidential search warrant information with Supervisor Sheila Kuehl by members of her
staff, the Office of County Counsel (County Counsel), and Mr. Huntsman.

You have chosen not to provide a response to any of the correspondences mentioned
above, and you have failed to take any corrective action regarding these matters.
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The Honorable Board of Supervisors -2- October 19, 2022

On October 12, 2022, my Assistant Sheriffs received an e-mail from Dara Williams of
the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) [Attachment D], advising them of a report
being issued by their office on October 21, 2022, titled “Report Card on Sheriff's
Department’'s Reforms 2019 to 2022.”

Concocting a new way to recycle old information, thus generating media attention and a
false narrative during the election cycle, is blatant retaliation by the OIG in response to
my public calls for his removal, pure and simple. This manner of regurgitating past
reports and calling it a “report card” has never been done for previous sheriffs, and the
timing is obviously designed to affect the outcome of the election. A true “report card”
would occur AFTER my first term, not in the final weeks leading up to the election.

Additionally, the manner in which this report was designed is intentionally unethical and
harmful. Providing all of the recommendations written over the last four years, while
deliberately deleting the volumes of responses the Department has provided to the OIG
is specifically engineered to hurt both the Department and me.

The vast majority of OIG’s recommendations over the years are unattainable due to
either lack of funding or lack of personnel. Never once has anyone from the OIG
advocated to add funding, lift the hiring freeze, or increase staffing of the Department in
order to achieve some of these recommendations.

As a reminder of the hypocrisy, County Counsel showed deference to the previous
sheriff in similar matters, as evidenced by the video depicting Elizabeth Miller of County
Counsel, where she explained that County Counsel did not investigate during the
months leading up to the election, so they would not potentially influence the outcome.
For the truth about any of these issues, please go to https://lasd.org/transarency/.

Should you have any questions or would like to discuss further, pl | free to
contact my Chief of Staff, Commander John Satterfield at

Sincerely,

(-

LEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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Attachments:

A - Letter: The Need for an Honest and Objective Inspector General

B - Letter: Request for Removal of Max Huntsman as Inspector General Resulting from
Allegations of Conspiracy to Commit Obstruction in Search Warrant

C - Letter: Demand to Relieve Specified Confidential Employees from their Duties of
Public Trust

D - Email: Dara Williams, OIG
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ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

February 18, 2021

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 80012

Dear Supervisors:
THE NEED FOR AN HONEST AND OBJECTIVE INSPECTOR GENERAL

canduct of your appointed Inspector General (1G), Max-Gustaf Huntsman, and the
publications authored by his office which directly influence the unsuspecting public's
perceptions regarding both the credibility of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department (Department) and the legitimacy of our operations. His zealot-like behavior
continues to create civil liability for the County and potentially endangers the life of
deputies in the field, as he artificially stokes animosity between the Department and the
community.

In addition to potentially endangering the lives of our deputies, his inteltectual
dishanesty places the public at an increased risk. After utilizing good communication
‘and de-ewaaﬁ_on strategies, deputies can only ultimately perfqrm the detention or

The expectation of the public regarding the conduct of an IG is they are dedicated to
serving the public’s interest by working tirelessly to fairly assess the operations of any
given organization and provide meaningful input for reforms, which may be required to
adapt to an ever-changing world. Indeed, the National Association of inspectors
General posits this public expectation is best served when:
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This public expectation Is best served by inspectors general when they follow the
basic principles of integrity, objectivity, independence, confidentiality,
professionalism, competence, courage, trust, honesty, faimess, forthrightness,
public accountability, and respect for others and themseives (AIG Principles and
Standards, pg. 3, 2014).

Please note the first two principles outlined above, integrity and objectivity. | will provide
you a brief rundown of the fundamental defects of Mr. Huntsman's work product,
starting with the most recent publications and working our way back towards the start of
my administration.

The Office of Inspector General (OIG) report "Review and Analysis of Misconduct
Investigations and Disciplinary Process" released in February 2021 suffers from muitiple
fatal defects, chief among them the fallacy of a study period (2015-2019) which
encompasses two administrations without distinguishing and contrasting the data from
both. Another fatal fiaw is the use of individual cases in an anecdotal fashion as
representative of the entire Department's operation without providing proper context
with the totality of cases Investigated and discipline rendered. A select quote from the
introduction:

Notwithstanding the current Sheriffs assertions, we were not provided by the
Sheriff, and in our review, we did not observe or find, any evidence of falsification
of evidence or reports which resulted in the wrongful discipline of a department
employee (pg. 4, 2021).

This statement is demonstrably faise and Hlustrative of the nature of the report itself.
The Department conducted an in-depth analysis of the Mandoyan case, which is now a
public document, wherein it was proven that a key exculpatory witness was identified,
interviewed, and the resuits concealed from both the Civil Service Commission and the
employee fighting the discharge (see the'Department’s Case Analysis, October 1,
2019).

The next production from the OIG, "Report Back on Uniawful Conduct of the Los
Angeles County Sheriffs Department” was a letter dated December 14, 2020,
addressed to the Civilian Oversight Commission (COC), purportedly in response to a
request from Commissioner Priscilla Ocen. The starkly sophomoric report amounted to
nothing more than a rehash of current and past litigation and a torturous defense of the
legal fallout from Mr. Huntsman's oversteps in a homicide investigation.

This report was designed exclusively as a political tool to discredit the Department and
does not appear to have any legitimate purpose in oversight, transparency, or
accountability. Perhaps the most startling false statement is the section subtitied
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“Failure to Investigate and Prohibit Deputy Secret Societies (pg 12) © Mr Huntsman has
the Department's criminal and administrative investigations of the Kennedy Hall incident
from former Shenff Jim McDonnell's tenure and he is aware that 26 employees were
disciplined. including four who were terminated as a result of that administrative
mvestigation Mr Huntsman is also aware of the Department's new policy regarding
forming or participating in deputy subgroups which was issued in February 2020 and s
being vigorously enforced

The preceding report. “The Right to Know Act Los Angeles County Sheriffs
Department Response to Police Transparency Reform" was published in November
2020 and in typical OIG fashion. deliberately used outdated information from January
2020 to make the false claim the Department was not complying with SB 1421 For
the record as of December 31, 2020 the Department achieved full compliance with
SB 1421 with a 96 45 percent rate. a number Mr Huntsman was well aware was in the
making and far different than the 70 percent non-compliance rate he reported just a
month earlier

Mr Huntsman s also aware of the 1ssues the Department has had since the nception of
SB 1421 with antiquated databases that do not communicate with each other and the
severe lack of staffing to meet the new requirements (a failure of leadership by the
previous admimistration) To wit in a letter dated July 6. 2020. to former Board of
Supervisors (BOS) Charr Supervisor Kathryn Barger. the Department outlined six
different occasions where we requested additional resources through the Chief
Executive Office and were denied repeatedly It was only through cannibalzing
different functions of the Department that we were able to muster enough personnel to
satisfy SB 1421 and California Privacy Rights Act requests Comparing our operation to
Los Angeles Police Department's is a dishonest comparison based on disparate funding
levels IT infrastructure. and staffing levels

Looking through the sheer number of reports authored by the OIG a persistent pattern
emerges wherein the OIG ignores Department investigations. results of investigations
and actions taken in response to complaints from the public The November 17 2020
report back to the COC regarding the alleged harassment of family members after fatal
deputy-involved shootings is one example of this. The report negates in its entirety the
concerns of the public over impromptu memorials and gang members loitenng in the
vicinities of their homes. concerns which were addressed properly by the Department s
report

Examining the OIG s report's table of contents alone since its inception reveals a
deferential OIG during former Sheriff McDonnell's administration with report titles of a
generic and non-inflammatory nature uniike those published during my administration
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As a matter of fact, the OIG generated as many reports during my first two years in
office as they did during all of former Sheriff McDonnell's tenure and that includes the
conspicuously “confidential” report Mr Huntsman prepared to bury the potentially illegal
actions of former Sheriff McDonnell's Assistant Sheriff Mike Rothans. for his purchase
of a stolen vehicle from a contracted tow company

Without question. these “reports” would be rejected by any legitimate academic
institution  They are filled with unproven allegations, anecdotal data. omissions.
distortions. and an overall permeation of bias and intellectual dishonesty They are truly
not the level of accuracy and authenticity expected in County government

Furthermare if my own deputies consistently authored documents at this level they
would at the very least be placed on a performance improvement plan. and in cases of
deception. omission and lack of honesty an administrative investigation would be
conducted | believe the responsibility for performance and accountability issues with
Mr Huntsman belongs. in part. to the COC Yet they seem too hyper-focused on
political activism and calls for my own resignation to focus on this duty

Since taking office 1n December 2018 | have continued my reforms within the
Department to enhance public safety and strengthen the ties within our communities
As the elected Sheriff serving the most populous county in the nation and employing
nearly 18 000 employees this is no easy task Having inherited significant problems
from past administrations. | remain committed to effecting positive change for the
residents of Los Angeles County

As the first progressive democratic sheriff | have delivered on many of my campaign
promises to bring reform and transparency to the Department 1 have instituted major
reforms regarding Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), leadership diversity
wage theft and the single most important commitment to transparency - body worn
cameras Although Mr Huntsman authored multiple reports on the Department's
cooperation with ICE *he became silent in hight of the moratorium on all inmate transfers
to ICE custody Again, this amounts to false documentation by omission and does not
serve to inform either the public or the Department

As a result of these unethical reports. the Department is suffering rreparable damage
and our standing in the community is being undermined by continual misleading and
faise attacks It should be of great concern to all of us that his actions are eroding
public trust and creating a liabilty for the Department His hopelessly biased reporting
will only invite future frivolous lawsuits which the hardworking taxpayers will have to
waste money defending. while at the same time artificially rising tensions in the
community which can endanger the lives of our deputies This was clearly evidenced
by the brutal attack on our two Compton Transit Services Bureau deputies which
horrfied the entire nation
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The IG serves an advisory role, just fike the COC. When their efforts are driven by
political agendas and not facts, they fail to serve the public's expectations of oversight
and betray the reason for their existence. As a result, their work product does not
inform the Department's operations and will not be considerad of any value. The
Department will continue, however, to provide both entities all the information they are
legally entitied to receive.

As you have been advised in writing, the Department continues to investigate a data
breach discovered at the beginning of 2019. The Legisiature has enacted a statutory
scheme defining the powers and duties of a sheriff (Government Code Sections 268600-
26778). Section 26600 generally provides:

The sheriff shall preserve peace, and to accomplish this object may sponsor,
supervise, or participate in any project of crime pravention, rehabilitation of
persons previously convicted of a crime, or the suppression of delinquency.

A sheriff is also expressly authorized and directed to investigate public offenses that
have been committed and to arrest and take before a magistrate all persons who have
committed a publfic offense (Sections 26801 -26602). There is no statutory scheme that
places anyone, including members of the OIG, above the law. As such, it is with
concem that | read a letter from Lawrence Middleton to County Counsel, who had
retained him to purportedly provide legal guidance on this very issue. In his words:

Upon completing my analysis, | wanted to bring to Undersheriff Murakami's
aftention a number of issues and concems that cause me fo counsel against a
continuation or escalation of the investigation. Most notably, as detailed betow,
because none of the potential charges being investigated are likely to lead to a
successful criminal prosecution, Department personnel involved in the
investigation could place themselves in jeopardy or criminal prosecution and/or
civil Kability if they continue (March 6, 2020). .

This letter appears to be an attempt to intimidate, coerce, or otherwise dissuade the
Department from canying out our lawful duty and is unacceptable. It should be noted
neither County Counssi nor Mr. Middleton has knowledge of the scope or details of the
investigation, rendering such opinions ill-informed and ill-advised. | have recused
myself from this inquiry and know of its details superficially.

The Department needs an letwtanotemicalyoanpronﬁsedmd is certified by the
National Association of Ingpectors General. | expect the work product of the OIG to
adhere to professional standards as cited in the Association of Inspectors General's
book, "Principles and Standards for Offices of Inspector General,” also known as the
Green Book. The public, the Department, and BOS all deserve accurate reporting
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which 1s not politically motivated | ask the BOS to consider my concerns and replace
the IG with one who is accredited. unbiased. and capable of maintaining a professional
working relationship  The Department s reputation is being unfairly tarnished by the IG
in hus personal attacks towards us We need an IG who is fair and objective not
inflammatory and controversial

The Department is a national trendsetter on many important issues such as the
relationship between local law enforcement and federal immugration enforcement
combatting the spread of COVID-19 in congregate living facilities and super spreader
events the Wage Theft Task Force, defending the community during periods of civil
unrest, and transparency Our efforts are often adopted as best practices by other law
enforcement agencies throughout the nation Our reputation Is at stake  The IG's
personal vendetta should not come at the expense of our dedicated employees who put
their lives on the line each and every day in service to the community

Should you have an s or would like to discuss further please feel free to
contact me at

Sincerely

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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c:  Rodrigo A. Castro-Silva, County Counsel, Office of the County Counse!
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COUNTY OF L0OS ANGELES

HATT, CEJESTIGE)

ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

September 21, 2022

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF MAX HUNTSMAN AS INSPECTOR GENERAL
RESULTING FROM ALLEGATIONS OF CONSPIRACY TO COMMITT
OBSTRUCTION IN SEARCH WARRANT

On February 18, 2021, in a six-page letter, | informed you of my “grave concemns with
the conduct of your appointed Inspector General, Max Huntsman " | pointed out his
“zealot-like behavior which continues to create civil liability for the Los Angeles County ~
I stated his, “intellectual dishonesty places the public at an increased risk * The letter
ended with, “/ ask the Board to consider my concerns and replace the IG with one who
Is accredited. unbiased. and capable of maintaining a professional working relationship *

As you were also aware at the time, Mr Huntsman was a felony suspect in a theft of
electronic information investigation, which remains an active investigation at the Office
of the Attorney General You had an opportunity to relieve Mr. Huntsman of his duties
then, but declined and the Board ignored my request. Unfortunately, your failure to
address the issues | pointed out to you in 2021, has now resulted in an even more
serious crime allegedly occurring, which is additionally under active investigation by the
Office of the Attorney General,

On September 14, 2022, as you are likely aware, public corruption search warrants
were served at multiple locations. During the service at Supervisor Shelia Kuehl's
residence, she stated to reporters, “/ heard from County Counsel last night that she got
a tip from Max Huntsman that the search would happen this morning.” In the event you
have not heard the statement for yourself, it was aired by every local news channel. and
itis posted on all Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's social media accounts
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The Honorable Board of Supervisors -2- September 21, 2022

Moreover, based on Supervisor Kuehl's statements and Attorney General Rob Bonta's
announcement, Mr. Huntsman and the Los Angeles County Counsel have now become
the focus of a criminal investigation by the Office of the Attorney General, and as such,
the conflict of interest in Mr. Huntsman remaining in his current assignment is
untenable. For these reasons, | demand that Mr Huntsman be treated like any other of
the over 100,000 Los Angeles County employees and be relieved of his duties, pending
the outcome of the Attorney General's criminal investigation

Given the above, it is the established pattern and practice everywhere in the
Los Angeles County, by every department, that an employee is to be relieved of duty

and/or reassigned upon reliable knowledge of alleged criminal activity, and an
Investigation is pending which could lead to termination

Should you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please feel free to
contact my Chief of Staff, John L. Satterfield, at‘
Sincerely,

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

October 5, 2022

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

DEMAND TO RELIEVE SPECIFIED CONFIDENTIAL EMPLOYEES
FROM THEIR DUTIES OF PUBLIC TRUST

Shortly after | was sworn into office on December 3, 2018, my staff alerted me to a
series of illegal personnel file downloads that were launched by members of the Office
of Inspector General and Constitutional Policing Advisors from the administration of
Sheriff Jim McDonnell. This data breach appeared to have been initiated immediately
following the primary election that was held in June 2018 and does not appear to have
been done for a lawful reason. Former Sheriff McDonnell's staff had launched an
inquiry into the matter, only to abandon it without proper resolution.

In early 2019, we initiated a criminal inquiry into the matter and consulted with
representatives from the state Attorney General's office and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI). Inspector General Max Huntsman’s protestations were centered on
his claims that he had permission from the incumbent to view my confidential personnel
files. Our investigation indicates no such permission existed, either in writing or
supported by the former sheriff, who refused to answer questions from our investigators.
The investigation was tumed over to the Attomey General’s office in September 2021
for a prosecutorial decision. Please note this investigation names five suspects of
criminal conspiracy to commit burglary and illegal removal of personnel files, among
other charges.
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The Honorable Board of Supervisors -2- October 5, 2022

We have previously written to your office regarding the liability of permitting named
felony suspects to continue working in their official capacity during the pendency of the
criminal investigation. Now we have a whole new set of issues based on the
extraordinary admissions from Supervisor Sheila Kuehl during the execution of search
warrants by deputies assigned to our Public Corruption Unit. On live local television,
Supervisor Kuehl claimed to have been alerted to the search warrants in advance by
Acting County Counsel Dawyn Harrison, with information she received from Inspector
General Max Huntsman. On September 21, 2022, | wrote to you listing the reasons
why Mr. Huntsman needed to be relieved of his duties [Attachment A], and | have yet to
receive a response.

In addition to Supervisor Kuehl's own public statements, court documents [Attachment
B] reveal the names of two other individuals who alerted Supervisor Kuehl of the service
of the warrant, in an apparent conspiracy to obstruct justice: Lisa Mandel, Chief of Staff,
District 3, and Torie Osborn, Senior Strategist, District 3. As appointed officials who are
considered confidential employees and trusted to maintain confidentiality over internal
records and law enforcement operations, the alleged conduct of the four individuals
referenced herein, and others who during the course of the Attorney General's
investigation may also be identified, can no longer have access to Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department (Department) records, operations, or be involved in decision-
making regarding oversight and/or legal representation.

Consistent with standard Department policy, Mr. Huntsman will be removed from all
access to Department facilities, personnel, and databases effective immediately. This
standard is applied to all Department personnel who are named as a suspect in a
criminal case involving felony crimes. The list of potential charges Supervisor Kuehl
and Commissioner Patricia Giggans include the following:

o California Government Code 1090, Conflict of Interest

* California Penal Code 165, Bribery of a public official or member of a board of
supervisors

California Penal Code 182.5, Conspiracy to obstruct justice

California Penal Code 182, Conspiracy to commit any crime

California Penal Code 503, Embezzlement

California Penal Code 424, Theft, or misappropriation of public funds

The list of potential charges facing Mr. Huntsman, Ms. Harrison, Ms. Mandel, and
Ms. Osbom include the following:
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California Penal Code 182, Conspiracy to commit any crime
California Penal Code 182.5, Conspiracy to obstruct justice
California Penal Code 31, Aiding and abetting a crime
California Penal Code 135, Destruction of evidence

There is no alternate universe where county counsel can dictate the manner in which
the Department is represented in court, while they are actively involved in allegedly
concealing criminal activity and obstructing the investigative function of the sheriff
(California Government Code 25303]. To the contrary of taking corrective action, both
Supervisor Kuehl and Supervisor Hilda Solis have made public statements on social
media condemning both myself and the Department for the execution of a lawful public
corruption search warrant that was properly vetted, approved by a judge, and reaffirmed
by a second judge. Acting County Counsel Harrison is in no position to deny
compensating the attomey of our choosing, who won for us in court, based on these
extraordinary set of events [Attachment C). Her apparent motive in denying counsel
was to see the search warrant overturned by the court for lack of proper counsel. It is
your moral and legal obligation to pick up the costs for Werksman Jackson & Quinn
LLP. Please refer to Ms. Harrison's own words:

“... I wanted to remind you that only the Office of County Counsel, or the law
firms we retain, may represent you, in your official capacity, and the LASD...
Therefore, you have no authority to retain your own counsel to represent either
you or the LASD, nor is the County of Los Angeles responsible for any of the
costs incurred by those law firms. | recently discovered that you improperly
retained Werksman Jackson & Quinn LLP in this matter. | will notify them that
they have no authority to represent you or LASD and will not be paid by the
County of Los Angeles, and | will copy the Attorney General's Office.”

It is not the first time we have informed you of unethical and/or incompetent
representation by county counsel and contract counsel that have had negative
consequences to the Department. From failing to adequately present a defense in a
high-profile civil lawsuit, failing to aggressively challenge false assertions in employee
lawsuits, to colluding with the Civilian Oversight Commission and the Inspector
General's office to give the false impression we are not complying with the submission
of subpoenaed information or testimony. It is clear you have weaponized legal
representation of the Department as another avenue to discredit my administration for
your political interests. This comes at great expense to the taxpayer and to our
credibility, which seems to be your goal.
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To be clear, the investigation is real, my authority is real, and so is that of the Attormey
General who has now assumed responsibility for the investigation, which was initiated
at our request. The investigation itself regarding Peace Over Violence was initiated
based on a criminal complaint from a whistleblower, and contrary to false assertions by
those involved, we do not investigate people, only allegations of criminal activity. This is
true of every investigation initiated by the Department, including those by the Public
Corruption Unit.

In closing, as a matter of reference, | wrote a whistleblower memorandum back in
December of 2004 regarding the unfolding corrupt actions of then Division Chief Paul
Tanaka [Attachment D). As a young sergeant, | laid out publicly in detail my concerns
regarding the unethical conduct and behavior of the administration of then Sheriff Lee
Baca. | was laughed at, ridiculed, attacked, and had my career derailed for over a
decade. The Board of Supervisors were informed of Baca and Tanaka's corruption, as
were members of the Office of Independent Review, but it wasn't until the Citizen's
Commission on Jail Violence and the FBI intervened, when the corruption began to halt.
Needless to say, | stood my ground and was ultimately vindicated.

Today and again, | am standing my ground. You have two choices: circle the wagons

and protect corruption or come clean and stand up for doing the right thing. Choose
wisely, history will be your judge.

Should you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please feel free to
contact my Chief of Staff, Commander John Satterfield aﬂ
Sincerely,

AN

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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Attachments: A - Letter for Removal of Max Huntsman
B - Court Documents (Declaration)
C - County Counsel Correspondence
D - Letter to LASD Executives (2004)
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CoUNTY OF LOSs ANGELES
HARL,OEJUSTICE)

ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

September 21. 2022

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF MAX HUNTSMAN AS INSPECTOR GENERAL
RESULTING FROM ALLEGATIONS OF CONSPIRACY TO COMMITT
OBSTRUCTION IN SEARCH WARRANT

On February 18, 2021, in a six-page letter, | informed you of my “grave concems with
the conduct of your appointed Inspector General, Max Huntsman. ~ | pointed out his
‘zealot-like behavior which continues to create civil liability for the Los Angeles County
| stated his, “intellectual dishonesty places the public at an increased risk ~ The letter
ended with, "I ask the Board to consider my concemns and replace the IG with one who
Is accredited. unbiased. and capable of maintaining a professional working relationship "

As you were also aware at the time, Mr. Huntsman was a felony suspect in a theft of
electronic information investigation, which remains an active investigation at the Office
of the Attorney General. You had an opportunity to relieve Mr Huntsman of his duties
then. but declined and the Board ignored my request Unfortunately, your failure to
address the issues | pointed out to you in 2021, has now resulted in an even more
serious crnime allegedly occurring. which is additionally under active investigation by the
Office of the Attorney General

On September 14, 2022, as you are likely aware, public corruption search warrants
were served at multiple locations. During the service at Supervisor Shelia Kuehl's
residence, she stated to reporters, “/ heard from County Counsel last night that she got
a tp from Max Huntsman that the search would happen this moming ~ in the event you
have not heard the statement for yourself, it was aired by every local news channel, and
itis posted on all Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department's social media accounts
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Moreover, based on Supervisor Kueh!'s statements and Attorney General Rob Bonta's
announcement, Mr. Huntsman and the Los Angeles County Counsel have now become
the focus of a criminal investigation by the Office of the Attorney General, and as such,
the conflict of interest in Mr. Huntsman remaining in his current assignment is
untenable. For these reasons, | demand that Mr. Huntsman be treated like any other of
the over 100,000 Los Angeles County employees and be relieved of his duties, pending
the outcome of the Attorney General's criminal investigation.

Given the above, it is the established pattern and practice everywhere in the

Los Angeles County, by every department, that an employee is to be relieved of duty
and/or reassigned upon reliable knowledge of alleged criminal activity, and an
investigation is pending which could lead to termination.

Should you have any questions or would like to discuss fu lease feel free to
contact my Chief of Staff, John L. Satterfield, at

Sincerely,

ALEX VILLANUEVA

SHERIFF



ROB BONTA State of California @¢
Attorney 'Geneml DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

e i
Tel
-Mai, Address

lanuary 25. 2022

Timothy K. Murakami
Undceshentf

Office of the SherifT
County of Los Angeles
tlall of Justice

211 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL
Re: Possible criminal conduct
Decar Undersheriff Murakami:

The Department of Justice (DQJ) is in receipt of your Ietters regarding possible criminal conduct
Specifically. we have received: (1) letters dated July 23. 2020. and October 20. 2021, regarding
possible criminal conduct by Sachi Hamai; and (2) a letter dated November 16, 2021, regarding
pussible criminal conduct by five individuals who purportedly engaged in acts 10 “unlawfully
obtain and distribute confidential, protected personnel records.”

As to the former matter, you request that DOJ “conduct the eriminal inquiry™: as to the latter,
you implicitly request that DOJ conduct any necessary inquiry and review the matter, noting “the
inherent conflicy(s)” for further inquiry and asking that. should we decline “further inquiry or
review,” to refer the matter 10 a district atlomey's office outside of Los Angeles County. DOJ
will review these matters.

Additionally, it has comc 10 our attention that your Office has been invoived in a criminal
investigation al Peace Over Violence and/or Fxecutive Director Patti ( Patricia) Giggans,
Specifically, it has been reported that, in February and March 2021, your Office executed search
waerants at the offices of Peace Over Violence and 1..A. Metro as part of a criminal
investigation. (E.g.. Jason Menry, LA County Sheriff Investigating Oversight Commissioner s
Nonprofit, Search Warranis Show.. L.A. Daily News, June 18, 2021.)



January 25, 2022
Page 2

DOJ requests that your Office to provide a report on the status of the investigation of Peace Over
Violence and/or Executive Director Patti (Patricia) Giggans. (Cal. Const., art V, § 13 {noting
Attomey General has supervisory authority over sheriff and may require “reponts conceming the
investigation, delection, prosecution, and punishment of crime™).) Your cooperation in this
request is appreciated.

Sincerely,

94@ %
Lancc Winters

Chief Assistant Aomey Cieneral

For ROBBONTA
Attorncy General



February 18, 2021

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hali of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 80012

Dear Supervisors:
THE NEED FOR AN HONEST AND OBJECTIVE INSPECTOR GENERAL

perceptions regarding both the credibility of the Loa Angeles County Sheriff's
Department (Department) and the legitimacy of our operations. His zealot-like behavior
continues to create civil liability for the County and patentially endangers the life of
deputies in the field, as he artificially stokes animosity between the Department and the
. COMMUNiIty.

In addition to potentially endangering the lives of our deputies, his intellectusl
dishonesty places the public at an increased risk. After utilizing good communication
‘and de-escalation strategies, deputies can only ultimately perform the detention or
amest of an individual one of two ways: 1) The person voluntarily submits to lawful
authority; or.2)ThepusonredatsmdmedOpmyusesfoweloovemmeMr
resistance and gain safe control. As the public continues to be misted by Mr. Huntsman
as to the Depariment being engaged in widespread "unlawful conduct,” they are far less
likely to voluntarfly comply. Statistically, this in and of itself places members of the
public in situations that are far less likely to have a peaceful resolution.

211 Wm'l‘ermr.Imm CALIFORNIA
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This public expectation is best served by inspectors general when they follow the
basic principles of integrity, objectivity, independence, confidentiality,
professionalism, competenca, courage, trust, honesty, faimess, forthrightness,
public accountabifity, and respect for others and themselves (AIG Principles and
Standards, pg. 3, 2014).

Plaase note the first two principles outlined above, integrity and cbjectivity. 1 wil provide
youa bﬁe_fmndown of the fundamental defects of Mr. Huntsman's work product,

my administration.

The Office of Inspector General (OIG) report "Review and Analysis of Misconduct
Investigations and Disciplinary Process" released in February 2021 suffers from muitiple
fatal defects, chief among them the fallacy of a study period (2015-2019) which
encompasses two administrations without distinguishing and contrasting the data from
both. Another fatal flaw is the use of individual cases in an anecdotal fashion as
representative of the entire Department's operation without providing proper context
with the totality of cases investigated and discipline rendered. A select quote from the
introduction:

Notwithstanding the current Sheriffs assertions, we weve not provided by the
Sheriff, and in our review, we did not obsarve or find, any evidence of falsification
of evidence or reports which resulted in the wrongful discipline of a department
employee (pg. 4, 2021).

This statement is demonstrably false and Hlustrative of the nature of the report itself.
The Department conducted an in-depth analysis of the Mandoyan case, which Is now a
public document, wherein it was proven that a key exculpatory witness was identified,
interviewed, and the results concealed from both the Civil Service Commission and the
employee fighting the discharge (see the*Department's Case Analysis, October 1,
2018).

The next production from the OIG, "Report Back on Unlawful Conduct of the Los
Angeles County Sheriff's Department” was a letter dated December 14, 2020,
addressed to the Civilian Oversight Commission (CQOC), purportedly in response to a

This report was designed exclusively as a political tool to discredit the Department and

does not appear to have any legitimate purpose in oversight, transparency, or
accountability. Perhaps the most startling false statement is the section subtitied
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"Failure to Investigate and Prohibit Deputy Secret Societies (Pg 120 Mr Huntsman has
the Department's cniminal and administrative investigations of the Kennedy Hall incident
from former Sheriff Jim McDonnell's tenure and he i1s aware that 26 employees were
disciplined, including four who were terminated as a result of that administrative
investigation Mr Huntsman is also aware of the Department's new policy regarding
forming or participating in deputy subgroups which was 1ssued in February 2020 and s
being vigorously enforced

The preceding report. "The Right to Know Act Los Angeles County Sheriffs
Department Response to Police Transparency Reform" was published in November
2020 and in typical OIG fashion deliberately used outdated information from January
2020 to make the false claim the Department was not complying with SB 1421 For
the record as of December 31 2020 the Department achieved full compliance with
SB 1421 with a 96 45 percent rate a number Mr Huntsman was well aware was in the
making and far different than the 70 percent non-comphance rate he reported jusi a
month earlier

Mr Huntsman is also aware of the 1ssues the Department has had since the incephon of
SB 1421 with antiquated databases that do not communicate with each other and the
severe lack of staffing to meet the new requirements (a failure of leadership by the
previous administration) To wit in a letter dated July 6 2020. to former Board of
Supervisors (BOS) Chair Supervisor Kathryn Barger. the Department outhned six
different occasions where we requested additional resources through the Chief
Executive Office and were denied repeatedly It was only through cannibalizing
different functions of the Department that we were able to muster enough personnel to
satisfy SB 1421 and California Privacy Rights Act requests Comparing our operation to
Los Angeles Police Department's is a dishonest comparson based on disparate funding
levels IT infrastructure and staffing levels

Looking through the sheer number of reports authored by the OIG a persistent patiern
emerges wherein the OIG ignores Department investigations, results of investigations
and actions taken in response to complaints from the public The November 17 2020
report back to the COC regarding the alleged harassment of family members after fatal
deputy-involved shootings i1s one example of this The report negates in its entirety the
concerns of the public over impromptu memorials and gang members loitenng in the
vicinities of their homes. concerns which were addressed properly by the Department s
report

Examining the OIG s report's table of contents alone since its inception reveals a
deferential OIG during former Sheriff McDonnell's administration with report titles of a
genenc and non-inflammatory nature. unlike those published during my administration
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As a matter of fact. the OIG generated as many reports during my first two years in
office as they did during all of former Sheriff McDonnell's tenure and that includes the
conspicuously "confidential” report Mr Huntsman prepared to bury the potentially illega!
actions of former Sheriff McDonnell's Assistant Shenff Mike Rothans for his purchase
of a stolen vehicle from a contracted tow company

Without question these “reports” would be rejected by any legitimate academic
nstitution  They are filled with unproven aliegations anecdotal data. omissions.
distortions and an overall permeation of bias and intellectual dishonesty They are truly
not the level of accuracy and authenticity expected in County government

Furthermare if my own deputies consistently authored documents at this level they
would at the very least be placed on a performance improvement plan and in cases of
deception omission and lack of honesty an administrative investigation would be
conducted | believe the responsibility for performance and accountability issues with
Mr Huntsman belongs in part to the COC Yet they seem too hyper-focused on
poliical activism and calls for my own resignation to focus on this duty

Since taking office in December 2018 | have continued my reforms within the
Department to enhance public safety and strengthen the ties within our communities
As the elected Shernff serving the most populous county in the nation and employing
nearly 18 000 employees this is no easy task Having inhenited significant problems
from past administrations | remain commuitted to effecting positive change for the
residents of Los Angeles County

As the first progressive democratic sheriff | have delivered on many of my campaign
promises to bring reform and transparency to the Department | have instituted major
reforms regarding Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). leadership diversity
wage theft and the single most important commitment to transparency - body worn
cameras Although Mr Huntsman authored multiple reports on the Department's
cooperation with ICE -he became silent in light of the moratorium on all Inmate transfers
to ICE custody Again this amounts to false documentation by omission and does not
serve to inform either the public or the Department

As a result of these unethical reports the Department is suffering irreparable damage
and our standing in the community is being undermined by continual misleading and
false attacks It should be of great concern to all of us that his actions are eroding
public trust and creating a hability for the Department His hopelessly biased reporting
will only invite future frivolous lawsuits which the hardworking taxpayers will have to
waste money defending while at the same time artificially rising tensions in the
community which can endanger the lives of our deputies This was clearly evidenced
Dy the brutal attack on our two Compton Transit Services Bureau deputies which
hornfied the entire nation
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The IG serves an advisory role, just like the COC. When their efforts are driven by
political agendas and not facts, they fail to serve the public’s expectations of ovarsight
and betray the reason for their existence. Asa result, their work product does not
inform the Department's operations and will not be considered of any value. The
Department will continue, however, to provide both entities all the information they are
legally entitled to receive.

As you have been advised in writing, the Department continues to investigate a data
breach discovered at the beginning of 2019. The Legisiature has enacted a statutory
scheme defining the powers and duties of a sheriff (Govemment Code Sections 26600-
28778). Section 26600 generally provides:

The sheriff shall preserve peace, and to accomplish this object may sponsor,
8upervise, or participats in any project of crime prevention, rehabilitation of
persons previously convicted of a crime, or the suppression of delinquency.

A sheriff is also expressly authorized and directed to investigate public offenses that
have been committed and to arrest and take before a magistrate all persons who have
committed a pubfic offense (Sections 26601 -26802). There is no statutory scheme that
places anyone, including members of the OIG, above the law. As such, it is with
concer that | read a letter from Lawrence Middieton to County Counsel, who had
retained him to purporiedly provide legal guidance on this very issue. In his words:

Upon completing my analysis, | wanted to bring to Undersheriff Murakami's
attention a number of issues and concems that cause me to counsel against a
continuation or escalation of the investigation. Most notably, as detailed betow,
because none of the potential charges being investigated are likely 1o lead to a
successful criminal prosecution, Department personnel involved in the
investigation could place themselves in jeopardy or criminal prosecution and/or
civil Nability if they continue (March 6, 2020). .

This letter appears to be an attempt to intimidate, coerce, or otherwise dissuade the
Department from carrying out our lawful duty and is unacceptable. It should be noted
neither County Counsel nor Mr. Middleton has knowledge of the scopa or details of the
investigation, rendering such opinions il-informed and ill-advised. | have recused
myself from this inquiry and know of its details superficially.

The Department needs an IG who is not ethically compromised and is certified by the
National Assodaﬂon of inspectors General. | expect the work product of the OIG to
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which 1s not politically motivated | ask the BOS to consider my concerns and replace
the IG with one who is accredited unbiased and capable of maintaining a professional
working relationship  The Department s reputation is being unfairly tarnished by the IG
n s personal attacks towards us We need an IG who is fair and objective. not
inflammatory and controversial

The Department is a national trendsetter on many important i1ssues such as the
relationship between local law enforcement and federal immigration enforcement
combatting the spread of COVID-19 in congregate hving facilities and super spreader
events the Wage Theft Task Force. defending the community during periods of civil
unrest. and transparency Our efforts are often adopted as best practices by other law
enforcement agencies throughout the nation Qur reputation i1s at stake The IG's
personal vendetta should not come at the expense of our dedicated employees who put
their ives on the line each and every day in service to the community

Should you have an s or would like to discuss further please feel free to

Sincerely

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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AV.JAV:ac
(Office of the Sheriff)

¢. Rodrigo A. Castro-Silva, County Coungel, Office of the County Counse!
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Attomeys for Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT

IN RE. SEARCH WARRANT SERVED | Case No.: Misc. BH014167
ON OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR
GENERAL FOR THE I.OS ANGELES (Hon. William C. Ryan — Department

COUNTY METROPOLITAN 56W)
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY ON !
SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 . DECLARATION OF MAX O.
| FERNANDEZ IN RESPONSE TO
COURT’S ORDER DATED
SEPTEMBER 20, 2022.

Date: September 22, 2022
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Dept.: 56W

DECLARATION OF SGT. MAX O. FERNANDEZ

I, Max O. Fernandez, declare as follows:

1. I am employed as 4 sergeant for the Los Angeles County Sheriff"s
Department (“LLASD”). Iam assigned as the lead investigator in the Department’s
investigation of related to possible criminal conduct regarding the awarding of contracts
to Peace Over Violence (POV) by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
(“the Matter™). I am the affiant for the search warrants relating to the Matter. There are
two: one signed on Fcbruary 26, 2021, by Judge Ronald Coen, I am also the Affiant for
the Search Warrant which was signed on September 8, 2022 by Judge Craig Richman. I

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF SGT. MAX FERNANDEZ. PURSUANT TO
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make this declaration from my own personal knowledge, and if called as a witness, [
could and would testify competently to the facts stated below.

2. This Supplemental Declaration supplements my Declaration filed
yesterday in this Matter. I make this Declaration in compliance with the Court’s
September 20, 2022 Order, to ensure that I have fully and completely addressed the
questions raised by the Court. My prior Declaration addressed the Court's questions
about the application for and issuance of the search warrants in this Matter. This
Declaration provides additional information regarding Question No. 5: “Report what
searches have already been conducted on any computer seized under the warrant, and
who conducted the searches, and what information has been obtained.”

3. I joined the LASD’s Public Corruption unit in October 2020. This
investigation was assigned to me on or about October 26, 2020. The investigation was
opened a year before that, on or about September 11,2019, when a whistleblower from
the MTA contacted the LASD to report what she believed to be illegal conduct,
including fraudulent conduct in directing contracts to politically connected individuals
and entities; and retaliation against her for reporting same,

4. [ have seen public statements reported in the media made by various public
figures, alleging that this investigation is some sort of political payback by the Sheriff
against Supervisor Kuehl because of recent political developments and disagreements.
That allegation is false. I know that the allegation is false, because (1) I have worked on
this investigation for two years, and the investigation was begun a year before that, in
September 2019—Ilong before the current political animosities developed; and most
importantly (2) this investigation is based on provable facts, credible witness testimony,
and an undisputed documentary record, that provides probable for the allegations that
County contracts were improperly awarded to Ms. Giggans and POV. The full details of
the investigation, including the evidence reviewed and witnesses interviewed, is set forth
in the affidavit [ presented to the court in support of the search warrants obtained in the
Matter. That evidence is abundant and constitutes probable cause to believe that a crime

-2-
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has been committed, in my professional opinion, This is a straightforward investigation
of corruption in the expenditure of public funds—the sort of investigation that every law
enforcement agency in the state conducts on a regular basis, and that prosecutorial
agencies regularly prosecute. This investigation has been conducted throughout
according to standard investigatory practices.

5. The full list of items seized during the searches of Supervisor Kuehl’s and
Ms. Giggans’ residences is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. As noted in my previous
Declaration (Paragraph 7), none of the materials seized in the search of the Office of
Inspector General offices have been reviewed or imaged.

6. Exhibit 1 identifies each item, and states whether its contents were imaged.
Items 20, 21, 22, 24, and 25 are paper records, and were not imaged. The technicians
who worked on the imaging are; Thomas F erguson; Leo Lo; John Moore; Steven
Suarez; Mike Rivas; Julius Gomez; Raquel Gonzales; Claudia Iwasczyszyn; and Brian
Moreno. Those technicians did not review the contents of any device.

7. In sum: none of the contents of any computer seized have been reviewed.
Of the total of 67 devices seized, 49 have been imaged, and one (1) has been partially
imaged. All the imaging was conducted on September 14, 15, and 16,2022. None of
the contents of any of the devices have been reviewed, except for a review of recent text
messages and voicemails on Supervisor Kuehl’s phones as set forth below.

8. The only devices from which any content has been reviewed are the two
phones seized from Supervisor Kuehl, and the only content reviewed from those phones
were approximately 250 text messages and two voice mails. I personally conducted that
review on the morning of September 16, 2022. [ considered that review to be urgent for
the reasons set forth below.

9. The review of the text messages and voicemails on Supervisor Kuehl’s
phone in the period prior to the execution of the warrant was urgent because at 8:00 a.m.
on September 14, 2022, while deputies were still at her premises, Supervisor Kuehl gave
a live television interview to Fox 11 News, in which she said the following: “KUEHL: I

-3-
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heard from County Counsel last night that she got a tip from Max that this search would
happen. REPORTER: Max Huntsman? KUEHL: Yes, from Max Huntsman that this
search would happen this morning.”

10.  Inmy professional opinion, and based on my training and experience,
tipping off a target of a search warrant prior to the execution of the warrant is a crime.
Penal Code section 148 prohibits obstructing officers in the execution of their duties,
including serving search warrants; and Penal Code 168 prohibits public officials
(prosecutors, judges, clerks, or peace officers) from disclosing the fact that a search
warrant has been issued, prior to its execution, for the purpose of preventing the search
or seizure of property. The only people who knew about the issuance of this search
warrant when it was issued were among those enumerated categories. So, ata
minimum, whoever told Max Huntsman about this warrant committed a crime.

11. In the concurrent search of Patricia Giggans’ residence, which took place
at the same time as the search of Supervisor Kuehl’s residence, we were surprised to
find that Ms. Giggans’ phone was not present anywhere in the house or on her person.
The search warrant was executed at 7 a.m. at Ms. Giggans’ residence, and she was
personally present when we arrived. Based on my training and experience, individuals
keep their phones ready to hand, and I know that Ms. Giggans owns and uses an IPhone,
because we have obtained numerous emails sent by her, which contain in the signature
line the phrase, “Sent from my I[Phone.” 1know from personal experience and from my
training that that phrase is automatically inserted into emails sent from an IPhone. It is
also not plausible or likely that Ms. Giggans would manually type that phrase into the
bottom of every email she sends.

12. " Because I know that Ms. Giggans has an [Phone, and her phone was not
present in her residence or on her person, I concluded that the most likely explanation
for the absence of her phone was that she was aware that the warrant was going to be
executed, and she disposed of the phone in some manner beforehand. Ms. Giggans’
attorney, Mr. Austin Dove, arrived at her residence approximately 15 minutes into the

-4-
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search. Mr. Dove spoke with the detectives executing the warrant, and said the
following: “There is no phone, You can search for the phone. You’re entitled to search
the place.” That statement was made by Mr. Dove to Detective Yoon Nam, who told me
about it that same day,

13, Inaddition to constituting a crime under the Penal Code, the act of tipping
off a target of a search warrant to existence of the warrant is a major concern for the
LASD. Tt creates safety and security risks for officers executing warrants, and it
compromises and impairs the investigation of crimes. In short, we simply cannot have
targets of warrants tipped off the night before. The fact that Supervisor Kuehl publicly
stated she had been tipped off the night before was a serious concern for me and for the
LASD, as to how the information had been obtained and disseminated.

14.  Accordingly, I reviewed Ms. Kuehl’s phones, looking for recent
communications relating to the warrant. I found them. The relevant text messages are
attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

15. At 10:17 p.m. on September 13, 2022, Lisa Mandel, Supervisor Kuehl’s
Chief of Staff, texted Supervisor Kuehl the following (the full message is attached in
Exhibit 2): “Just got a call from Dawyn Harrison. She has been informed that the
Sheriff may obtained a search warrant for your home and Patti G's.... Per the informant,
the warrant is for 7 a.m. tomorrow. Let me know if you want me to do anything.”

16.  At11:4] p.m. on September 13, 2022, Dawyn Harrison (who is Acting
County Counsel) texted Supervisor Kuehl the following (the full message is attached in
Exhibit 2): “Was the first my team heard of it. Max called CoCo tonight with his
‘intel.” I know from personal experience and from my training that “CoCo” refers to
County Counsel.

17. There are approximately 25 messages relating to the above two messages.
And the two voicemails were from Ms. Harrison, also on the evening of September 13,
2022. Both stated that she had an urgent matter that she needed to discuss with
Supervisor Kuehl.

-5.
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I8.  The other investigators who have reviewed the same set of text messages |
reviewed from Supervisor Kueh!’s phones are Detective Rafael Rafino and Lieutenant
Oscar Veloz.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that
the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on September 21, 2022, in Loq An’g‘elesgc_a_‘l.i?afﬁia.‘ D

s %——Q

MAX O. FERNANDEZ
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EXHIBIT 2






PROOF OF SERVICE - 1013A(3), 2015.5 C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

I 'am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of Califomia a ove th ag o1 an no part t th withi
action m busines addres i 88 Wes Sixt Street Suit 400 Lo Angeles Californi 90017.
O Septembe 22 2022, 1serv dt e foregoi g document, described as

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLAR TION OF SG ., MAX FERNANDEZ UR UANT TO COUR 'S
O DER DATED SEP EMBER 0, 022

on all nterest d partesli te below by tr ns ittngto all nterest d partes a true co y hereof as follows:

Cheryl O’Connor, Esq. Robert Dugdale, Esq.
JONES DAY KENDALL BRILL & KELLY LLP
3161 Michelson Drive, Suite 800 10100 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 1725
Irvine, CA 92612 Los Angeles, CA 90067
| I
Harvinder S. Anand, Esq. Dawyn Harrison, Esq.
ANAND LAW GROUP Office of the County Counsel,
790 E. Colorado Blvd., # 900 648 Hahn Hall of Admin.
Pasadena, CA 91101 500 W Temple St,
] Los Angeles, CA 90012
|

X BYMAL by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed as set forth above. | am
readily famifiar with the firm's practice of collection and processing correspondence for mailing. Under that practice it
would be deposited with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Los Angeles,
California in the ordinary course of business. | am aware that on motion of party served, service is presumed invalid
if postal cancellation date or postage meter date is more than one (1) day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

BY ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION by transmitting a PDF version of the document(s) by electronic mail to the
party(s) identified on the service list using the e-mail address(es) indicated.

X 1 dectare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct.

Executed on September 22, 2022, in Los Angeles, Califoria - -*—7}\&;&’{93‘/&

Michele K irk




ATTACHMENT C



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

848 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE STREFT

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90012-2713 TELEPHONE
FACSIMILE
DAWYN R. HARRISON 21316367016
Acting County Counscl Scptember 21, 2022 ;‘Dl; <

CONFIDENTIAL _

THIS MATERIAL IS SUBJECT TOTHE
ATTORNEY-CLIENT ANDVOR THE ATTORNEY
WORK PROMUCT PRIVILEGES

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL

The Honorable Alex Villanueva
Sheriff, Los Angeles County

211 West Temple Street, 8" Floor
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re:  Response to Your September 20, 2022 Letter

Dear Sheriff Villanueva:

This in response to your letter dated September 20, 2022, stating you are
refusing Bill Seki as counsel for the County of Los Angeles Sheriff's Department
("LASD")and engaging the appropriate counsel.

First, all the issues raised in your lcticr are moot. Yesterday, California
Attorney General Rob Bonta notified Undersheriff Murakami that his office is
assuming responsibility for: a) any investigation into whether individuals
committed a crime by giving advance warning of the search warrants to
Supervisor Kuehl and Patricia Giggans; and b) the underlying investigation of
Peace Over Violence, Patricia Giggans. Supervisor Sheila Kuehi, Los Angeles
Metropolitan Transportation Authority. etc., including the warrants issued in 2021
and 2022. As you acknowledged previously, the Attorney General has the
authority to assume these responsibilities because he has complete supervisorial
authority over you and may direct your and LASD's investigative activities. In
the Attorney General's letter he stated the LASD "should cease its investigative
activity and refrain from any actions in furtherance of these investigations,
including public statements or court filings related to the investigations.” Based
on that directive. you did not have authority to send your September 20, 2022,
letter, nor does the LASD require legal services relating to the continued
investigation by the Attorney General, To the extent that counsel is required for
the LASD (o explain prior conduct in connection with the 2021 and 2022 warrant
proceedings. Mr. Seki will continue to represent the LASD.
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Second. | wanted to remind you that only the Office of County Counsel, or
the law firms we retain, may represcnt you, in your official capacity, and the
LASD.' Further, even if all of the requirements of Government Code
section 31000.6 — Employment of Legal Counsel to Assist Assessor or Sheriff;
Conflicts of Interest - are met and conflict of interest counsel is deemed
appropriate for you in your official capacity, the conflict counsel must be retained
through my office. Therefore, you have no authority to retain your own counsel
to represent either you or the LASD, nor is the County of Los Angeles responsible
for any of the costs incurred by those law firms. I recently discovered that you
improperly retained Werksman Jackson & Quinn LLP in this matter. | will notify
them that they have no authority to represent you or LASD and will not be paid
by the County of Los Angeles, and I will copy the Attorney General's Office.

Very truly yourg,
g

et e =

JRTY,
DAWYN R:-HARRISON
Acting County Counsel

DRH:gl
Enclosures
c Timothy K. Murakami, Undersheriff

John L. Satterfield, Commander
Chief of Staff

' Government Code section 25203 establishes that the board of supervisors shall “direct and control
the conduct of litigation in which the county, or any public entity of which the board is the goveming body. is
apany.” Los Angeles County Charter Article VI. section 21 vests County Counsel with “exclusive charge
and control of ali civil actions and proceedings in which the County or any officer thercaf. is concerned or is
a panty” (footnates omilted). By law, the Office of County Counsel is charged with providing legal advice. on
behall of the Board. to constituent entities and atficials within the County. California Government Code
section 23005 (County exercises authority “only through the board of supervisors” or its authorized agents):
id. § 23203 (the Board shall "direct and control the conduct of litigation in which the county, or any public
entity of which the board is the governing body. is a party"); Los Angeles, California. County Charer
Article VI, section 21 (County Counsel is vested with "exclusive charge and control of all civil actions and
praceedings in which the County ar any officer thereof. is concerned or is a party” (footnotes vmitted)).

* Government Code section 31000.6; Pleuse see the attached orders from County of Los Angeles v.
Sheriff Alex l'illanueva. et al. regarding assignment of counsel.

HOA 103848555 5
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County OF LOsS ANGELES
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ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

September 20, 2022

Dawyn Harrison, Acting County Counsel

County of Los Angeles - Office of the County Counsel
500 West Temple Street, Suite 648

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Ms. Harrison:

DEMAND FOR DEFENSE COUNSEL

It appears clear you have no intention of removing your office’s control as counsel to the
Department on this matter. Unless | misunderstood, you insist we continue to communicate and
seek advice from your Senior Assistant County Counsel, Mr. Jason Gonzalez, and Mr. Bill Seki, as
stated in your letter.

As you are aware, the morning of the search warrant service Supervisor Shelia Kuehl stated to
reporters, “I heard from County Counsel last night that she got a tip from Max Huntsman that the
search would happen this morning." In the event you have not heard the statement for yourself, it
was aired by every local news channel, and it is posted on all LASD social media accounts.

Ms. Kuehl's allegation that you, or a representative from your office, and Mr. Huntsman provided
her with advanced knowledge of a criminal search warrant in which she was a suspect makes it
unethical and inappropriate for your office to have further access to information or decision making
regarding this matter. Morcover, by retaining the services of Bill Seki, there is a clear further
potential for you, or your office, to interfere in the filing of motions and overall employment status
of Mr. Seki. | must also highlight, based on Supervisor Kuehl’s statements and Attorney General Rob
Bonta's announcement today, both you and your office are likely to become the focus of a criminal
investigation by the Office of the Attorney General, and as such the conflict of interest is undeniable.

Since you intend to continue blocking any independent counsel, we are forced to seek appropriate
counsel in order to prevent further Interference and/or obstruction of our investigation by your
office. Under the State Bar Rule 1.6, the potential for Mr, Seki to report information or
communications to your office, and seek approval or denial for legal strategy, regarding our
investigation disqualifies him as counsel. Based on this, we can no longer accept Mr. Seki as counsel
and decline his further legal services.



Ms. Harrison -2- September 20, 2022

1f 1 misunderstood your position, please advise. Due to the exigency of this pending matter, the
Department will engage the appropriate counsel and inform you once retained. Should you have
any questions, please contact Undersheriff Timothy Murakaml, at_ Thank you for
your anticipated cooperation with this matter.

Sincerely,

)
! i 7

/
A ;
J'__.'/{/ ; M
— !

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF

AV:]JLS:js

c Jason Gonzalez, Senior Assistant County Counsel



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

A48 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE STRFFT

1OS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90012.2713 TELEPHONE
DAWYN R. HARRISON FACSIMILE
. i .
Acting County Counsel September 20, 2022 (T-[‘)s)’ 626-7446
CONFIDENTIAL ]

THIS MATFRIAL IS SLURIECT TO THE
ATTORNLY-CLIENT ANDOR THE ATTORNEY
WORK PRODUCT PRIVILEGES

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL

The Honorable Alex Villanueva
Sheriff, Los Angeles County

211 West Temple Street, 8" Floor
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: Response to Your September 19, 2022 Letter
Dear Sheniff Villanueva:

I am in receipt of your letter from yesterday requesting counsel to
handle the court proceedings related to the warrants issued on Wednesday,
September 14, 2022 ("2022 Warrants"). After reviewing the letter, I believe
Undersheriff Murakami has not had a chance to let you know that Bill H. Seki, a
partner at Seki, Nishimura & Watase. was assigned to handle the 2022 Warrants
matters last week. It was our understanding, based on your and Undersheriff
Murakami's press statements. that you were recused from handling the 2022
Warrants. As a result, we communicated directly with Undersheriff Murakami
about assigning the defense of the 2022 Warrants to Mr. Seki and his firm on
September 16, 2022, the day he made a request for counsel. Your department did
not seek my office's assistance when it prepared the 2022 Warrants nor did it
request 1o usc Mr. Seki's professional services to assist in the preparation of the
2022 Warrants. Therefore, we had to quickly gather the necessary facts and
perform an ethical and legal review when the Undersheriff requested counsel on
September 16, 2022.

By way of background, Mr. Seki has been representing your department
on the warrants issued in February and March of 2021 to the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), Office of the Inspector General of
the Metro (OIG), and Peace Over Violence ("2021 Warrants") since March 2021.
Mr. Seki has actively responded to multiple motions challenging the warrants,

HOA 103846887.3



The Honorable Alex Villanueva
September 20, 2022
Page 2

communicated with your department about the warrants, and made several
appearances defending the warrants for your department, including the last one in
front of the Honorable Eleanor Hunter on September 1, 2022, addressing the
scope of the 2021 Warrants and ordering the assignment of a Special Master.

When Mr. Seki was retained to provide his professional services for the
2021 and 2022 Warrants, confidentiality silos were created. Those confidentiality
silos are in effect and will remain that way until the conclusion of these matters.
As to the other claims you make in your letter, I deny them and will not further
acknowledge them with a response.

If you have any questions about the 2021 or 2022 Warrants, please contact
MW or Senior Assistant County Counsel Jason Gonzalez
at

Very truly yours, | \
- i

v ! \
z -

] PN
“ g it Mt— \

———

JU———

DAWYN R. HARRISON
Acting County Counsel

DRH:gl
c Timothy K. Murakami, Undersheri ff

John L. Satterficld, Commander
Chief of Staff

HOA.103846%87.3
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
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ALEX VILLANUEVA, SIIERIFF

September 19, 2022

Dawyn Harrison, Acting County Counse!

County of Los Angeles - Office of the County Counsel
BOO West Temple Street, Sutte 648

Los Angsles, California 80012

Dear Ms. Harrison:
DEMAND FOR DEFENSE COUNSEL

Per Government Code § 896, this correspondence will servs as my demand as the
elected Bheriff of Los Angeles County Sherifi's Department (Department) for defense
counsel regarding: the service of search warrants against Metropolitan Transit
Authority (MTA )/Kuehl/Giggans/Peace over Violence. wherein the Board of
Supervisors {5 obligated to provide a defense. As you are aware, in Bupervisor Kushl's
press interview’, she explicitly named Max Huntsman, the Head of the Office
Inspector General (0IG) and County Counsel, as involved in forewarning her on the
service of the search warrant as to the exact date and time, which unequivocally
shows your office cannot be involved, or provide legal advice regarding this matter
and must assign separate and independent counsel to my office. Based on Supervisor
Kuehl's statements, you or your office interfered in this matter, along with

Mr. Huntsman. Consequently, your office and Mr. Huntsman, must legally and
ethically recuse yourselves and any of your contract counsel from this matter, and
provide me and the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department independent counsel.

As you are aware, Government Code § 898, except as otherwise provided in Seotions
988.2 and 998.4, upon request of an employee or former employes, a public entity
shall provide for the defense of any civil action or proceeding brought against him, in
his official or indlvidual capacity or both, on account of an act or omission in the
scope of his employment as an employee of the public entity. For the purposes of this
part, a cross-action, counterclaim or cross-complaint against an employee or former
employee shall be deemed to be a civil action or proceeding brought against him.

LASDHQ Twitter Account. Statement by Supervisor Shelia Kueh! to the media
PR T T LASDHM UGV 1T IO R BAAAGUT NI 28 20KIRS UM EG LIP3 A

211 WesT TEMPLE STREET, Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA HO012
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Ms. Harrison -8- September 10, 2032

Moreover, Government Code § 895.2 (b), provides in part: If an employee or former
employee requests in writing that the public entity, through its designated legal
counsel, provide for a defense, the public entity shall, within 20 days, inform the
employee or former employee whether it will or will not provide a defense, and the
reason for the refuasal to provide a defenss.

Furthermore, as you are also aware, Government Code § 26303 provides in part: This
section shall not be construed to affect the independent and constitutionally and
statutorily designated investigative and prosscutorial functions of the sheriff and
dlst.rlct abtomey ofa cou.nt.y The board of supervisors ghall not obstruot the

he gheriff of the county nor shall it obstruct the
tnvesuga.t.xve and proaecut.orlal function of the district attorney of a county.

Finally, Los Angeles County Code of Ordinances § 6.44.180. provides in part: The OIG
shall not disclose, without the Sheriff's authorization, any of the Sheriff's Department's
confidential personnel, investigative, or disciplinary information unless such
information is already a matter of public record.

Should you fail to provide defense counsel in this matter, I will ask the court to order
you, on behalf of the Board of Supservisors, to comply with thelr obligation by a
Petition for Writ of Mandate.

As you are also aware, if you deny my demand for counssl, I am entitled to recover
from the public entity such reasonable attorney's fees, costs and expenses as are
necessarily incurred in defending the action or proceeding if the action or proceeding
arose out of an act or omission in the scope of his employment as an employee of the

public entity. See, 8parks v, Korn County (2009) 173 Cal App. 4th 194.

Your response in writing 1s due by the end of the next business day from the date of

this letter, Tuesday, SBeptember 80, 8088. Upon receipt, we will advise of the firm of

my choosing. 8hould you have any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff,
Commander John Satterfield, ot/ ] Thark you for your anticipated
cooperation with this matter.

Sincerely,

%
P

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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g Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department ©
September 16 11 1149 AM B3

A County Counsel Terminates LASD's Lawyer Same Day Supervisor Kuehl's Warrant Is Challenged
InCourt

In an unprecedented move of retaliation after Wednesday s lawful service of a search warrant on
the residence of Supervisor Shelia Kuehl and others the Board of Supervisor s Office of County
Counsel has terminated the services of LASD s legal representation. Simply put the Board of
Supervisars and County Counsel fired our lawyer the same day our search warrant was chzllenged
in court and an emergency hearing was set for September 22, 2022.

This 15 exacily the type of obstruction, interference, and political shenanigans which Sheriff Alex
Villanueva fights against daily. We are now forced into a position of being unrepresented with no
County autharization to pay for legal representation and reduced to solicit pra bong
reprasentation in this matter

f Supervisor Shehiz Kuehl. Commissioner Patty Giggins, The Board of Supervisors. County Counsel
and the Office of the inspector General are 35 committed to iransparency and accountability as
they continuously sizte, then why are they scarec for these electronic devices to be examined and
fighting the search warrant?

fwd Latest MTA/Kuwhl Geggans watrants

s et
132 by vae
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

"A Tradition of Service”

EE| P NCE
DATE: Dccember 17, 2004
FILE NO.
FROM: ALEX VILLANUEVA, SERGEANT TO:  DIVISION CHIEFS AND COMMANDERS
CARSON STATION
SUBJECT: AN OPEN LETTER

The purpose of this memorandum is to dispel any rumors and inform you of my
intentions regarding my future with our Department.  As you all well know. I have
been exhausting all administrative remedies to address my denial of promotion
stemming from the 2003 Licutenant Examination, and now 1 have rcad the most recent
Intent to Promote teletype for lieutenants.  As expected, T was not included on this
list for reasons you know in morc dctail than I do, as I can only speculate what
transpires behind closed doors.

Up to this point in time my experience, education, lcadership, and communication
skills have always served me well.  During my ten years experience with the United
States military I was privileged to have been promoted six times to positions of higher
rank and responsibility. Pcrhaps this cxperience has burnished in me an expectancy
ol merit based promotions, and this expectancy was unrealistically carried over to our
Department.

From what I have come to understand regarding ethical administrative behavior, I find
no legal or moral justification for the activitics you have engaged in over the course of

* the last year and a half. From rewriting oral interview scoring standards in order to

deliberately suppress exam scores, providing sccrct cxam preparation classes for the
privilcged few, and gaming the appeals process in order to gerrymander the candidate
pool, you have compromised your integrity and that of thc Department's.

Perhaps you have succumbed to a moral inversion, wherein you believe your actions
and thosc of your peers are in the best interest of the Department and supported by
civil service rules.  Your decision making is a result of group-think and the feeling of
infallibility, making it difficult for you to see beyond your own carcer success. 1
want to encourage cach and cvery one of you to lake a2 moment and engage in critical
reflexivity, the ability to see the organization through someone else’s experience.

Page 1 of 2




My organizational cxpericnce has told me that I do not count, no matter what my
qualifications may be, how hard I work, or how many bright idcas I posscss.  Ido
not get “invited” to apply to jobs, nor are jobs created cxclusively for me. There is
no captain or higher pushing aside more qualified individuals in order to make room
for me, or stecring me in the “right” direction.  There is no rater who overlooks my
shortcomings and gives me undeserved outstanding cvaluations or 100 AP’s. My
queries are addressed with attomeys and mind-numbing technical rationality.

Promoting dozens of individuals to the rank of licutcnant is a wonderf{ul opportunity to
assert organizational values such as meritocracy, cquality, and diversity, while at the
same time promoting efficiency and effectiveness, and boosting the moral of the
Decpartment.  Instead you deliberately chose the values of cronyism, nepotism, and
tokenism.  These have been the same values you have been espousing with just about
every promotional process within our ranks.  This ncgatively mmpacts public safety
by promoting corruption and incompetence.

[ am curious to know just how much public resources you will squander as you
attempt to defend the indefensible. Deliberately attempting to suppress or retard the
upward mobility of Latinos on our Department is illegal, immoral, and politically
incomprehensible.  Each and cvery onc of you contributes to this unfolding tragedy
by your actions or inactions. I will say this: as a Latino, 1 do not scck special favors,
accommodations, or any sort of “affirmativc action” in order to receive a promotion.

I expect to be promoted because there is a clearly identified universal standard based
on bonafide occupational qualifications, not golf handicaps or quotas.

It has been painful watching you lic, obfuscate, conceal, mislead, or otherwise attempt
to hide the truth. [ want to encourage you to come to grips with the damage you
inflict on our institution, and do whats right. In an interesting parallel to our
Department, NASA swore after the Challenger tragedy that it should never happen
again, then along came Columbia.  After spending over $30 million addressing
Bouman, it is truly frightening to behold how little has been lcarned.

Leadership is defined by action, not position, and I plan to act decisively to assert my
rights, not only as an employee, but as a citizen and proud resident of this County.
Your legacy and the futurc of equality and cqual opportunity in Los Angeles County
are at a crossroads. 1 hope you make the right choices for the bencfit of the County
and the Department, and I must remind you that it is 2004, not 1964, Just as in
Martin Luther King’s day, I am confident of the supremacy of a simple idea - all men
are created equal.

AV:av
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From: Williams, Dara
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 5:54 PM

To: Corbett, Brendan J. ||| Chase, Bruce D. Francisco, Holly A.

_; OIG/COC Requests
ubject: Report Card On Sheriff's Department's Reforms 2019 to 2022 - Validation Draft

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments

Dear Assistant Sheriffs Corbett, Chase, and Francisco,

Attached is a validation draft of an Office of Inspector General Report Card on Sheriff's
Department Reforms - 2019 to 2022. Please review the draft and provide any input or requested
changes by the close of business on October 20, 2022. As a professional courtesy we have
included the Audit and Accountability Bureau in this email.

As always, we find it beneficial if you bring any requested changes or input to our attention prior
to October 20" in an effort to engage in a dialogue during the time the report is under review
by the Sheriff's Department. If we are not aware of any requests or responses by the Sheriff's
Department prior to that date, it is unlikely that we will make any adjustments prior to our
anticipated report issuance date.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you would like to discuss any portion of the report.
The best way to reach me is on my cell phone, which is listed below.

Best regards,

Dara

Dara Williams (she/her) | Chief Deputy, Inspector General
Los Angeles County Office of Inspector General
312 S. Hill Street, 3™ Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90013

Failure of county employees to timely comply with requests for information from the Office
of Inspector General is a violation of Government Code section 25303, Los Angeles County
Code section 6.44.190 and, under specified circumstances, Penal Code section 13670. Failure
to cooperate with an investigation into potential police misconduct may result in revocation
of peace officer certification. (Penal Code section 13510.8(b)(6).)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents contains confidential and
legally privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient. Unauthorized
interception, review, use, or disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the communication.





